
Kevin Mckinney a nine year old fourth grader 
at Jesse Bobo Elementary School has shown 
tremendous improvements.  When Kevin was in 
the third grade he was suspended almost every 
other week for fighting, disrespect and his attitude 
toward teachers. As a result of his attitudinal and 
behavioral problems, Kevin’s grades suffered as 
well.  Kevin and his mother were informed that if 
the school had any more problems out of him, he 
would be expelled.  

Since Kevin enrolled in BBOD in September 2008, 
we’ve been able to help him with his attitude and 
behavior.  He has not been suspended since he has 
been in our program.  His grades have improved 
and he has received several of “The Principals’ 
Finest Bear Bucks”.  According to his mother and 
grandmother, his attitude and interest in school has 
significantly improved. 



Creating Positive Futures for Black Boys

Black Boys of Distinction focuses on boys between 
the ages of 9-17.  We seek to break the vicious 
cycle of underachievement, underemployment, 
crime and imprisonment, by providing boys 
with the educational supports, opportunities, 
valuable life skills, and the self-esteem, confidence 
and determination to succeed and raise their 
aspirations and academic achievement to their 
full potential. 

OUR VISION
To meet the needs of boys, young men and 
young fathers, who are considered at risk of 
social exclusion and to enable them through the 
provision of effective support, to realize their 
fullest potential.

OUR PHILOSOPHY
A boy, a male and a man are not the same. 
They depict stages of development. A male is a 

biological term. A boy is in a state of transition. 
Finally, a man is defined as someone who has a 
purpose and a greater sense of responsibility.

Our Faith
The challenges of today, especially those 
that confront our children, require a special 
commitment of us all.  People of all ages and from 
all walks of life must claim society’s problems as 
their own, pulling together, leading by example, 
and lifting American lives.

OUR AIMS & OBJECTIVES
1. Black Boys of Distinction exists to 
challenge the negative stereotypes of  
men and masculinity and provides positive and 
nurturing opportunities for men to broaden 
their self perception and redefine themselves. 

2. Black Boys of Distinction aims to enable 
males to be better equipped to cope with life at 

all stages of change and transition (childhood, 
adolescence, adulthood and fatherhood) without 
resorting to negative behaviors such as the harm 
of self or others.

3.  Black Boys of Distinction seeks to provide boys 
with mentors/role models who will positively 
guide and influence them to higher standards 
of behavior, self  esteem, and relationships with 
women and social responsibility.

4. Black Boys of Distinction is committed to 
increasing the positive involvement of fathers in 
the lives of their children. 

5. Black Boys of Distinction recruits, trains and 
supports Mentors and Volunteers. 

6. Black Boys of Distinction is dedicated to 
improving the outcomes in all aspects of men’s 
health and emotional well-being. 

EMPHASIS OF FOCUS wILL BE:
 • Increase high school graduation rates 
 • Decrease criminal arrest 
 • Decrease number of teenage boys  
    fathering babies  
 • Increase involvement of parents and  
    caregivers  
 • Increase college enrollment  
 • Increase in marriage among boys  
 • Increase employability 

“Black Boys of Distinction” is a social  
strategy that promotes healthy behavior  
in our community’s young black males so  
they may all become healthy and productive.

For more information contact:
Black Boys of Distinction

PO Box 170393
Spartanburg, SC 29301

phone: 864.641.0204 ext. 003
fax: 888.382.5078

www.blackboysofdistinction.org


